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the marauders, but could find no trace of them, they having
made their dash and retired as swiftly and secretly as they had
come. The exposure, however, that I underwent, and the
anxiety of this fruitless pursuit, the sleeping out in the forest
amid heavy rain, combined with scanty food and severe fatigue,
brought on a sharp attack of fever, by which I was prostrated
for some time.

The difficulty of adequately defending the long line of fron-
tier, consisting as it did of hundreds of miles of pathless forest,
weighed upon my mind greatly at this time, and 1 found myself
day and night reflecting upon the problem. There seemed but
two alternatives : we might either, at a great cost, send a
punitive expedition and destroy the villages of the raiders ; or
we ought to strengthen our cordon of police posts, and establish
an efficient line of defence along the whole frontier. Either of
these courses would entail great additional expense on Govern-
ment, and as the standing paradox was to obtain security with-
out increase of expenditure, I thought it unlikely that either of
my alternatives would be acceptable to my superiors.

What other way, then, was open to me ? This was the
subject of my reflections; this cud I chewed and re-chewed,
ruminant. The main point was evidently to obtain some

influence over these Lushais.   My predecessor, Captain M------,

had gained great renown by Ms lucky surprise of their raiding
party, and he was currently reported among them to be invul-
nerable to shot or steel. Could they be brought to consider
this quality as one generic to the race of Hill Superintendents ?

Now, in my somewhat miscellaneous reading, I had come
across an account of the conjurer Robert Houdin's experiences
among the Arabs.   The French Government had brought hin^
over to Algiers to undertake a contest with the native m&cabouts,1,'
and he had been completely successful in establishing a reputa- ,
s tion as a mighty magician.   Among other tricks I remembered
one in which he had permitted an Arab to fire a loaded gun at
f .his breast*;  the gun contained a marked bullet, which was;
afterwards produced by Houdin from between hl$,,

'        ,
with my fingers, and

this tric$c among the I^sbais,

